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Listing of Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
subject application: 

] T (currently amended) A communications terminal apparatus, comprising: 

a communications mechanism configured to perform communications with a plurality of 
communications machines including a sending communications machine and a transfer 
communications machine; 

a registering mechanism configured to register an address and a communications 
capability of said transfer communications machine; 

a notifying mechanism configured to notify of said communications capability of said 
transfer communications machine registered in said registering mechanism; and 

a controlling mechanism coafigured to instruct said notifying mechanism to notify said 
sending communications machine of said communications capability at a beginning of 
communications and to instruct said communications mechanism to transfer image information 
received from said sending communications machine to said transfer communications machine 
using said address stored in said registering mechanism^ 

wherein the controlling mechanism determines whether the communication terminal 
apparatus has a communications capability to accept the image information from the sending 
communications machine, and does not transfer the image information to the transfer 
communications machine if the communication terminal apparatus has the communications 
capability to accent the image information . 
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2. (currently amended) A communications terminal apparatus, comprising: 

a communications mechanism configured to perform communications with a plurality of 
communications machines including a sending communications machine and a transfer 
communications machine; 

a registering mechanism configured to register an address and a communications 
capability of said transfer communications machine; 

a memory storing a set of image parameters; 

a notifying mechanism configured to notify of an enhancement communications 
capability of said apparaais in accordance with said communications capability of said transfer 
communications machine; and 

a controlling mechanism configured to instruct said notifying mechanism to notify said 
sending communications machine of said enhancement communications capability at a beginning 
of communications and to instruct said communications mechanism to transfer image 
information received from said sending communications machine to said transfer 
communications machine using said address and said set of image parameters stored in said 
memory* 

wherein the controlling mechanism determines wheth er the communication terminal 
a pparatus has a communications capability to accept the image information from the sending 
communications machine, and does not transfer the image information to Hie transfer 
communications machine if the communication terminal apparatus has the conrniiunicadons 
capability to accent the image information . 

3. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 2, wherein said image information 
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includes color and/or mono-color gray-scale data. 

4. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 3, further comprising an enabling 
mechanism for enabling a color image receiving function when said address and said 
communications capability of said transfer communications machine are registered in said 
registering mechanism. 

5 . (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 2, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to instruct said communications mechanism to communicate with said transfer 
communications machine to obtain said communications capability of said transfer 
communications machine when said communications capability of said transfer communications 
machine is registered in said registering mechanism. 

6. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 2, further comprising another 
communications mechanism configured to perform communications with a plurality of 
communications machines including a sending communications machine and a transfer 

communications machine, 

wherein said apparatus separately uses said communications mechanisms for receiving 

and transferring, and 

wherein said controlling mechanism changes communications protocols for a Iransferring 
operation and accordingly converts said image parameters stored in said memory. 

7. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 6, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
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configured to start to transfer said image information received from said sending communications 
machine to said transfer communications machine before a completion of receiving said image 
information from said sending communications machine. 

8. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 7, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to obtain a latest communications capability through said communications mechanism 
when transferring said image information and to update said registration mechanism with said 
latest communications capability, 

9. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 7 3 wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to obtain a latest communications capability through said communications mechanism 
at intervals of a predetermined time period and to update said registration mechanism with said 
latest communications capability. 

10. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 7, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to detect at the beginning of said communications that said im age information is sent 
and to conduct a call initiation to said transfer communications machine when detecting that said 
image information is sent. 

1 1 . (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 7, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to detect that said transfer communications machine is busy and to then stop receiving 
said image information from said sending communications machine. 
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12. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 7, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to transfer said image information to another registered transfer communications 
machine upon a detection of an event indicating that said transfer communications machine is 
busy. 

13. (original) An apparatus as denned in Claim 7, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to perform a retry call to said transfer communications machine upon a detection of an 
event indicating that said transfer communications machine is busy. 

14. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 7, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to perform a retry call at intervals of a predetermined time period to said transfer 
commiraications machine upon a detection of an event indicating that said transfer 
communications machine is busy. 

1 5 . (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 7, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to transfer said image information in page units. 

16. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 7, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to transfer said image information using a type of communications same as that used 
to receive said image information with said communications mechanism. 

17. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 7, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to transfer said image information through E-mail to said transfer communications 
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machine. 

18. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 7, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to detect that said transfer communications machine is incapable of receiving said 
image information and to then stop receiving said image information from said sending 
communications machine. 

1 9. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 8, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to determine whether said latest communications capability is sufficient to receive 
said image information and stops receiving said image information fiom said sending 
communications machine when said latest communications capability is determined as not 
sufficient to receive said image information. 

20. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 17, wherein said controlling mechanism 
is configured to add a literal identification of said image information to said E-mail. 

21 . (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 7, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to transfer said image information with a predetermined identification code causing 
said transfer communications machine to reproduce an output of said image information into a 
predetermined recording sheet tray corresponding to said predetermined identification code. 

22. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 7, wherein said controlling mechanism is 
configured to determine whether an own communications capability can accept said image 
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information and to transfer said image information to said transfer communications machine 
when said own communications capability of said apparatus cannot accept said image 
information. 

23. (currently amended) A communications terminal apparatus, comprising: 
communicating means for performing communications with a plurality of 

communications machines including a sending communicauons machine and a transfer 

communications machine; 

registering means for registering an address and a communications capability of said 

transfer communications machine; 

notifying means for notifying of said communications capability of said transfer 
communications machine registered in said registering means; and 

controlling means for instructing said notifying means to notify said sending 
communications machine of said communications capability at a beginning of communications 
and instructing said communications means to transfer image information received from said 
sending coramuni cations machine to said transfer communications machine using said address 

stored in said registering means 1 

n,w P iT, the controlling ^eans determ i ne whether the cnmmunication terminal apparatus 
W a nnmmiinicati o ". ™p*hihtv in accent the image information from tfre sending 
^rnnni^tinns machi™ and does no i trans fe r the imaf>e information to the transfer 
r^mtniimcatioM r™<*™* if the rnmrnimi catio n termin al app aratus has the communications 
capability tf> accent ihe image information . 
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24, (currently amended) A communications terminal apparatus, comprising: 

communicating means for performing communications with a plurality of 
communications machines including a sending communications machine and a transfer 
communications machine; 

registering means for registering an address and a communications capability of said 
transfer communications machine; 

storing means for storing a set of image parameters; 

notifying means for notifying of an enhancement communications capability of said 
apparatus in accordance with said communications capability of said transfer communications 
machine; and 

controlling means for instructing said notifying means to notify said sending 
communications machine of said enhancement communications capability at a beginning of 
communications and instructing said communications means to transfer image information 
received from said sending communications machine to said transfer communications machine 
using said address and said set of image parameters stored in said storing means a 

wherein the con trolling means determines whether the communication tetminal app aratus 
has a communications capability to accent the image information from the sending 
communications machine, and does not tra nsfer the image information to the transfer 
communications machine if the communicatio n terminal apparatus has the communications 
capability to accept the image infor mation. 

25. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 24, wherein said image information 
includes color or mono-color gray-scale data. 
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26. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 25, further comprising enabling means 
for enabling a color image receiving function when said address and said communications 
capability of said transfer communications machine are registered in said registering means, 

27. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 24, wherein said controlling means 
comprises means to instruct said communications means to communicate with said transfer 
communications machine to obtain said communications capability of said transfer 
communications machine when said communications capability of said transfer communications 
machine is registered in said registering means. 

28. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 24, further comprising another 
communications means configured to perform communications with a plurality of 
communications machines including a sending communications machine and a transfer 

communications machine, 

wherein said apparatus separately uses said communications means for receiving and 

transferring, and 

wherein said controlling means changes comiminications protocols for a transferring 
operation and accordingly converts said image parameters stored in said storing means. 

29. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 28, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to start to transfer said image information received from said sending 
communications machine to said transfer communications machine before a completion of 
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receiving said image information from said sending communications machine. 

30. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to obtain a latest communications capability through said communications means 
when transferring said image information and to update said registration means with said latest 
communications capability. 

31 . (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to obtain a latest communications equability through said communications means 
at intervals of a predetermined time period and to update said registration means with said latest 
communications capability. 

32. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to detect at the beginning of said communications that said image information is 
sent and to conduct a call initiation to said transfer communications machine when detecting that 
said image information is sent. 

33. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to detect that said transfer communications machine is busy and to then stop 
receiving said image information from said sending communications machine. 

34. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to transfer said image information to another registered transfer communications 
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machine upon a detection of an event indicating that said transfer communications machine is 
busy. 



35. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to performareuyca^ 

of an event indicating that said transfer communications machine is busy. 

36. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to perform a retry call at intervals of a predetermined time period to said transfer 
communications machine upon a detection of an event indicating that said transfer 

communications machine is busy. 

37. (original) An apparatus as denned in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to transfer said image information in page units. 

38. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to transfer said image information using a type of communications same as that 
used to receive said image information with said communications means. 

39. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to transfer said image information through E-mail to said transfer 
communications machine. 
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40. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to detect that said transfer communications machine is incapable of receiving said 
image information and to then stop receiving said image information from said sending 
communications machine. 

41. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 30, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to detennine whether said latest communications capability is sufficient to 
receive said image information and to stop receiving said image information from said sending 
communications machine when said latest communications capability is determined as not 
sufficient to receive said image information. 

42. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 39, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to add a literal identification of said image information to said E-mail. 

43. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to transfer said image information with a predetermined identification code to 
cause said transfer communications machine to reproduce an output of said image information 
into a predetermined recording sheet tray corresponding to said predetermined identification 
code. 

44. (original) An apparatus as defined in Claim 29, wherein said controlling means 
includes means to detennine whether an own communications capability can accept said image 
information and to transfer said image information to said transfer communications machine 
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when said own communications capability of said apparatus cannot accept said image 
information. 

45. (currently amended) A method of transferring image information received by a 
receiving communir.ations machine, comprising the steps of: 

registering an address and a communications capability of a transfer communications 

machine; 

notifying a sending communications machine of said communications capability of said 
transfer communications machine at a beginning of communications; 

receiving image information from said sending communications machine; and 
H^ ymimne whether a commupir.flTmns capa b ility to accent the image information from 
the sending communications — ^"^ " r™**" 1 at the "divine consumptions machine, and 
nn the one hand not transferring the image i n formation to the transfer communications machine if 
thfr ^mrnumc-ations capabilit y m accent the image information is present at the receding , 
communications marine, and on the other hand transferring said image information received 
from said sending communications machine to said trar^fer communications machine using said 
address of said transfer communications machine i f the communions capability to accept the 
ima ge inforn™rif,n is not present at the rece iving commu nications machi n e . 

46. (currently amended) A method of transferring image information received by a 
receiving communications machine , comprising the steps of: 

registering an address and a communications capability of a transfer communications 

machine; 
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storing a set of image parameters; 

notifying of an enhancement communications capability in accordance with said 
communications capability of said transfer communications machine at a beginning of 
communications; 

receiving image information from a sending communications machine; and 

^ ^np whethe r « ^mimications mobility to accept the j m a ^information ^ frpm 

fr- -^:, r ^.tions m arW i s present at th,> rec,HymP communicat i ons machine, and 

thr r mr .^^ ^hilftv to accent the, image infrrrrntinn is p re sent at the receiving 

^™ the other hand transferring said image information received 

from said sending communications machine to said transfer commutations machine using said 
address and said set of image parameters stored in said storing step if the. c f pmmimications 
1, IT imir — ' — * * ^ reenvinp communications 

machine . 

47. (original) A method as defined in Claim 46, wherein said image information includes 
color or mono-color gray-scale data. 

48. (original) Amethoda S definedmClaim47,&ithercomprisingastepofenablingfor 
enabling a color image receiving function when said registering step registers said address and 
said communications capability of said transfer communications machine. 



49. 



(original) A method as defined in Claim 46, further comprising a step of 
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communicating for communicating with said transfer communications machine to obtain said 
communications capability of said transfer communications machine when said registering step 
registers said communications capability of said transfer communications machine. 

50. (original) A method as defined in Claim 46, wherein said tramferring step uses a 
communications line and communications protocols different from those used for said receiving 
step with different image parameters converted from said image parameters stored in said storing 
step. 

51 . (original) A method as defined in Claim 50, wherein said transferring step starts to 
transfer said image information before a completion of receiving said image information from 
said sending communications machine. 

52. (original) Amethod as defined in Claim 51, wherein said transferring step obtains a 
latest communications capability from said transfer communications machine when transferring 
said image information and updates said latest communications capability registered in said 
registering step. 

53. (original) A method as defined in Claim 5 1 , wherein said transferring step obtains a 
latest communications capability from said transfer communications machine at intervals of a 
predetermined time period and updates said latest communications capability registered in said 
registering step. 
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54. (original) A method as defined in Claim 5 1 , further comprising a step of detecting for 
detecting at the beginning of said communications that said image information is sent, and 
wherein said transferring step sends a call initiation to said transfer communications machine 
when said detecting step detects that said image information is sent. 

55 . (original) A method as defined in Claim 5 1 , further comprising a detecting step for 
detecting that said transfer communications machine is busy, and wherein said receiving step 
stops receiving when said detecting step detects that said transfer communications machine is 
busy. 

56. (original) A method as defined in Claim 5 1 , wherein said transferring step transfers 
said image information to another registered transfer communications machine upon a detection 
of an event indicating that said transfer communications machine is busy, 

57. (original) Ametliod as defined in Claim 51, wherein said ti^sferring step performs a 
retry call to said transfer communications machine upon a detection of an event indicating that 
said transfer communications machine is busy. 

58. (original) Amethod as defined in Claim 

retry call at intervals of a predetermined time period to said transfer communications machine 
upon a detection of an eveni indicating thai said transfer communications machine is busy, 

59. (original) A method as defined in Claim 5 1 , wherein said transferring step transfers 
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said image information in page units. 



60. (ordinal) A method as defined in Claim 51, wherein said teansfercing step transfers 
said image information using a type of communications same as that used by said receiving step. 

61. (original) Amethod as denned in Claim 51, wherein said trar^ferring step transfers 
said image information through E-mail to said transfer communications machine. 



62. 



(original) Amethod as defined in Claim 51, further comprising a detecting step for 
detecting that said transfer communi cations ntachine is mcapable of receiving said image 
^formation, and wherein said receiving step stops veceiving when said detecting step detects that 
said transfer communications machine is incapable of receiving said image information. 

63. (original) A method as defined in Claim 52, further comprising a determining step 
fordetermmingwhetl^ 

information, and wherein said receiving step stops receiving when said determining step 
determines said latest conjunctions capability is not sufficient to receive said image 
information. 

64. (original) A method as defined in Claim 61, further comprising an adding step for 
adding a literal identification of said image information to said E-mail. 



65. 



(original) A method as defined in Claim 5 1 , wherein said transferring step transfers 
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said image information with a predetermined identification code to cause said transfer 
communications machine to reproduce an output of said image information into a predetermined 
recording sheet tray corresponding to said predetermined identification code. 

66. (original) A method as defined in Claim 51, further comprising a determining step 
for determining whether an own communications capability can accept said image information, 
and wherein said transferring step transfers said image information to said transfer 
communications machine when said determining step determines that said own communications 
capability of said apparatus cannot accept said image information. 

67. (currently amended) A method comprising: 

receiving a fax transmission at a receiving fax machine checking through an automated 
process if the fax transmission contains color image information; and 

if said checking determines that the fax transmission contains color image information, 
determining whether color printing capabilities are prese nt on the receiving fax machine, and on 
the one hand not transferring the color image info rmation to another machine if color printing 
capabilities ar e present on the receiving Fax machine, and on the other hand transferring at least 
the color image information, through an automated process, from the receiving fax machine to a 
transfer fax machine that has color printing capabilities for printing of said color image 
information if color print in g capabili t ies are not present on the receiving fax machi ne. 

68. (original) A method as in claim 67 in which said transferring is by fax transmission 
from the receiving fax machine to the transfer fax machine. 
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69. (original) A method as in claim 67 in which said transferring is by e-mail 

transmission. 

70. (original) A method as in claim 67 in which said checking comprises analyzing an 
initial portion of the fax ^mission to see if a subsequent portion of fhe fax transmission 

contains color image information. 

71. (original) A method as in claim 67 in which said transferring includes generating 
contact information identifying said transfer fax machine on the basis of information stored at 
said receiving fax machine before said fax transmission. 

72. (original) A method as in claim 71 in which said generating of contact information 
includes selecting said transfer fax machine from a plurality of fax machines for which contact 
information has been stored at the receiving fax machine. 

73. (original) A method as in claim 67 including concurrently receiving said fax 
emission at the receiving fax machine and transferring said fax transmission from the 
receiving to the transfer fax machine. 

74. (original) A method as in claim 67 including storing, at said receiving fax machine, 
contact information regarding one or more transfer fax machines that have color printing 
capabilities and updating said contact information from time to time through an automated 
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process. 



75. (original) A method as in claim 74 in which said contact information comprises 
information regarding color information processing capabilities of said one or more transfer fax 
machines. 

76. (previously presented) A method as in claim 74 in which said transferring includes 
selecting through an automated process one of several transfer fax machines for which contact 
information is stored in the receiving fax machine, determining if the so selected transfer fax 
machine is available and, if it is not, selecting another, available transfer machine from among 
those for which contact information is stored at the receiving fax machine. 

77. (previously presented) A method as in claim 76 in which the stored contact 
information includes information regarding color information handling capabilities of of said one 
or more transfer fax machines and said selecting includes taking into account, through automated 
process, a relationship between said fax transmission and said color infonnation processing 
capabilities. 

78. (original) Amethod asmclaim67 in which said transferring includes adding, by the 
receiving fax machine, a subject line to the transferred fax transmission. 

79. (original) Amethodasinclaim67 in which said transferring includes adding, by the 
receiving fax machine, a code to the transferred fax transmission designating a manner of 
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handling prints of the transferred fax transmission at the transfer fax machine. 



80. (original) A method as in claim 67 in which said checking comprises checking if the 
fax transmission includes color information on a page-by-page basis and said transferring 
comprises transferring to the transfer fax machine only pages of said fax transmission that 
contain color information. 



Claim 81 (canceled). 
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